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The Flood, Catastrophes, Fossils, and Kinds
Don Johnson, 4iam.org, Ph.D.s: Chemistry/Computer & Information Sciences

Preflood and the deluge

Physical changes in crust and atmosphere

Fossilization and artifacts

Kinds versus Species

Catastrophes (e.g. Mt St Helen)

The Flood, Catastrophes, Fossils, and Kinds – Don Johnson
Possible pre-flood water canopy (Mabbul vs Teom):  Gen. 1:6-
7, 2:5-6, 6:17, 7:6-7&11-12, 8:2, 9:14-15, Ps 18:7-15, Mat. 24:37-39, Heb. 11:7, 2 Pet. 
2:5&3:5-6

Canopy Evidence (no natural explanation)
Maybe 30-foot ice or membrane-water:
(orbiting water wouldn’t increase pressure)

• Flying pteranodons (50' wingspan) requiring 2-3 atm
World-wide greenhouse (tropical vegetation/animals)

•Gigantism (40-ton dinosaurs, 25” wingspan insects) caused 
by increased oxygen pressure and decreased harmful 
radiation compared to today.

• Three NASA scientists (with graying hair and low libidos) 
lived 3 months on the ocean  floor in a biosphere.  When 
they returned their hair was clear of gray, their wrinkles 
had started to disappear, and their sex drive was so 
increased that their wives complained to NASA about it.

Exponential (96% correlation) Age Decline Post-Flood
•The recorded ages of the Patriarchs do in fact constitute 
real data, which can be analyzed scientifically. Numerous 
scholars have done this (Holladay and Watt, 2001).
http://media.wix.com/ugd/a704d4_1c25935b8baf493a911f7a636940e6ef.pdf

Possible Canopy (Gen. 1:6-8)
•And God said, “Let there be a vault [expanse YLT, 
firmament KJV/RSV, dome CJB/GNB, etc.] between the 
waters to separate water from water.”So God made the 
vault and separated the water under [teom] the vault from 
the water above [mabbul used 13 times] it. And it was 
so. God called the vault “sky.” NIV
• Mabbul (water – ice/liquid/vapor – approx same mass as atmosphere)

Firmament (current atmosphere) under unknown barrier
“let birds fly above the earth across the vault of the sky."
Below Earth’s surface, including teom (fountains of deep)

e.g. – ice to double pressure, each in2 would have approx:
340 KJ of potential energy and require 2.2 MJ to melt
(liquid or vapor could be above the ice shell to make for 
ideal temperature regulation during cataclysm – 7X leeway)
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Feasibility of the Ark & “Old” Humans
•

• God caused migration to the ark (Gen. 7:8-9)
About 1.7% couldn't survive a marine environment 
("kinds" brings this down to approximately ¼%)
•Young animals may require <300 bigger than a sheep
•Ark had a 3,000,000 ft3 capacity (>500 cattle-cars)
•animals could have hibernated
•Virtually all peoples have a catastrophic flood in 
their prehistoric legends and myths
•Human bones and artifacts found inside coal
•Human/dinosaur footprints found in the same strata & 
drawings indicate contemporaneous existence (Job 40:15-24)

Ancient Dragon/Dinosaur Artifacts
Wupatki NP Petroglyph Dinosaur

Behemoth-brachiosaurus Job 40:15-24; Leviathan-kronosaurus Job 
41, Ps 104:25-26; tanniyn-dragon-dinosaur (28 times)

Grand Canyon/ Edmontosaurus

Lake Superior Stegosaur

The Cataclysm (Gen. 7:11-8:14)
“on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, 
and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain 
fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. (Gen 7:11-12)
•Severe volcanic and earthquake activity
•Land mass separated into continents (plate tectonics)
•Mountains formed, great crevices (up to 6-miles 
deep) opened to receive the waters
•Land masses collapsed as the high-pressure 
underground water (Gen. 2:6) broke through 
(eruptions) the surface 
•Unencumbered tidal action added devastation
•Rapidly receding water left its mark on the newly 
deposited layers of strata (e.g. the Grand Canyon).  
Huge canyons extend over 300 miles into the ocean

Earth Surface Changes
Pangea (Gen 1:9)
Divided (Gen 19:25)
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Fossilization (Requires rapid water-borne mud covering)
•The lowest layers:  organisms with high density, small size, 
low mobility, and/or low-level habitation

•Swimming water-inhabitants would be next

•Amphibians and other near-water occupants next

•Reptiles, mammals, and birds at higher levels, depending 
on their mobility and habitat
•Few "higher" land animals/man found below top  levels

•Geologic Column (< 0.4% have all 10 strata) 
•Rapid burial:  Huge dinosaur graveyards, fossil-fuels indicate 
massive undecomposed living matter burial, polystrate trees 
through up to 12 sediment layers

“It is as though they were just planted there, without any 
evolutionary history.”Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker, 1996, p229

Actual (black) vs. Presumed Connections (‘77 Ency. Brit.) 

Neo-Darwinian Biology
“Each successive change in the gradual 

evolutionary process was simple enough, relative 
to its predecessor, to have arisen by chance.”
(Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker, 1996, p43)

“If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ 
existed which could not possibly have been 
formed by numerous, successive, slight 
modifications, my theory would absolutely break 
down” Darwin, Origin of Species, p154 

“We conclude–unexpectedly–that there is little 
evidence for the neo-Darwinian view: its 
theoretical foundations and the experimental 
evidence supporting it are weak.” Orr & Coyne, "The Genetics 
of Adaptation: a Reassessment", Am Nat, p726, 1992

“The failure to observe even one mutation that 
adds information is more than just a failure to 
support the theory.  It is evidence against the ... 
neo-Darwinian theory.” (Spector, Not By Chance, p160)

Lowest Stratum Trilobite Eye
•Transparent calcium carbonate
•“Trilobites had solved a very

elegant physical problem and apparently knew 
about Fermat’s principle, Abbe’s sine law, Snell’s 
laws of refraction and the optics of birefringent
crystals.” Clarkson & Levi-Setti, “Trilobite Eyes and the Optics of Des Cartes
and Huygens,” Nature: 254, 4/24/75, p663 - 667

•“These lenses optimize both light collecting and 
image formation better than any lens...that optical 
physics has ever been able to formulate.”N. Eldredge, “A 
Trilobite Panorama in Eastern North America,” Fossils Magazine: 1, 1976, p58-67

•“The design of the trilobite’s eye lens could well 
qualify for a patent disclosure.”R. Levi-Setti, Trilobites: 
A photographic atlas (2nd edition), 1993, p58
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Sudden Appearance and Fixity of Kinds

“according to their kinds” (Gen 1)
“Most of the animal phyla that are represented in the fossil 

record first appear, ‘fully formed,’ in the Cambrian... The fossil 
record is therefore of no help with respect to the origin and 
early diversification of the various animal phyla.” Barnes,  
Clow & Olive, The Invertebrates, 2001, p9–10

The fossil record supports creation with:

Multitude of life in the oldest fossil-bearing rocks

Fixity of species over "eons" of time

NO transitional forms verified, though claimed – Tiktaalik

10 million years older tetrapod found! Nature (463), 2010, p43-48

Transitional Fossils
Darwin : "So that the number of intermediate and 

transitional links, between all living and extinct 
species, must have been inconceivably great. But 
assuredly, if this theory be true, such have lived 
upon the earth…Why then is not every geological 
formation and every strata full of such 
intermediate links?” Darwin Papers, V1, #5, Fossils

“Evolution requires intermediate forms between 
species and paleontology does not provide them.”
(D. Kitts, "Paleontology and Evolutionary Theory," Evolution, Sept 1974, p.467).

Millions of fossils from exploration, deep drilling, 
& mining show no verified transitional forms

Kinds, Species, Variations/Breeds
Kind– has multi-species genome 

(canine, feline, equine, etc)

Species– can have viable offspring 
(one of over 26 definitions)

Breed/fraction– different attributes
(Darwin’s finches are 1 species)

Dogs: subspecies Canis lupus 
familiaris can interbreed to 
produce mutts (no “breed”)

Mount St. Helens (5/18/80) & Scablands Insights
•Earthquake/eruption with 20,000 Hiroshima-sized 
bombs power toppled 150 mi2 of forest in 6 minutes, 
moving >1 mi3 of rock
•Resulting hydraulic, mud, and lava flows deposited 
up to 600’ of strata in the event, with some eroded 
causing gullies 140’ deep and >200’ wide
•Millions of sinking logs cause massive organic 
build-up on the bottom of Spirit Lake, being 
surrounded by sediment (upright trees may form a 
"petrified forest")
•Peat is being formed from bark rubbed from trees
•“Million-year” changes occurred in <5 years
•Scablands (16,000 mi2 WA) flood: ice dam broke, 
forming canyons, cliffs, & waterfalls (10X Niagara)
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Pre-Flood Apparent vs Actual Age
• Radiation + 14N  14C 

(Canopy cut radiation)

• 14C  14N + β-, 
t½=5730y

• Date as old as 60,000y, 
assuming constant 14C/12C 

• Few examples > 6000y

• “Old” life buried by flood

• Sequoia and bristlecone 
pine trees are just over  
4000 years maximum

CSU-Northridge Scientist Fired for Triceratops
• Mark Armitage findings were of soft tissue only 

thousands of years old were published in July 
2013 in a peer-reviewed scientific journal. Shortly 
after the original soft tissue discovery, a CSUN 
official told Armitage, “We are not going to 
tolerate your religion in this department!”

In fall, 2016, CSU settled with Armitage with his 
terms in order to avoid a jury trial

• Soft skin tissue(keratin) in fossilized lizard skin
Collagen protein survived in the fossilized bone of 
a mosasaur

• 14C also found in fossils and diamonds

Goals of This Presentation
•Science supports the Flood account of the Bible
•Catastrophism can cause changes that look “old”
•Darwinism lacks any proven scientific basis and is dead
•The Bible IS reliable and can be trusted – “All Scripture 
is God-breathed and is useful for teaching…” (2 Tim. 3:16)

•Christian faith is fact-based, not "blind" or “anti-logic” –
“You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
(Jn. 8:32).  Study: “Always be prepared to give an answer” 1 Pet 3:15

•Our knowledge on any subject is limited – “Now we see 
but a poor reflection as in a mirror.” (1 Cor 13:12).
•The world is blind to many truths (Rom. 1:18-32, 1 Cor. 
1:18-2:16) – “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie.”

Useful ID References
• Probability's Nature and Nature's Probability, Don 

Johnson (2 versions: 2009 Lite/2010 revised Scientists’)
• Programming of Life, Don Johnson, 10/10&5/15, Video 8/11&7/15

• The Privileged Planet, Gonzalez & Richards, 2004
• Darwin's Black Box, Michael Behe, 1996
• Signature in the Cell, Stephen Meyer, 2009
• Darwin’s Doubt, Stephen Meyer, 2013
• Uncommon Dissent, William Dembski, 2004
• arn.org, intelligentdesign.org, uncommondescent.com, 

scienceintegrity.org (PDFs available at www.4iam.org)
•

Creation/Biblically-based References
• answersingenesis.org, creation.com, icr.org, reasons.org
• The Case for A Creator, Lee Strobel, 2006
• I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist, Geisler, 2004


