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But: conjunction used to introduce something contrasting with what has already been mentioned or assumed.
 

Contrasting the old and new life
Rom 6: What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! Don’t you15 16

know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether
you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God17

that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has
now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness... When18 20

you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time21

from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you have been set free from22

sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the23

wages of sin is death,  but  the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Gal 5: So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is16 17

contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you
are not to do whatever you want. But  if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. The acts of the18 19

flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy,20

fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I21

did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But  the fruit of the Spirit is love,22

joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is23

no law.
 

Battle preparation resulting from the new life
Eph 6: Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take10 11

your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,  but  against the rulers,12

against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your13

ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

2 Tim 3: But  mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers1 2

of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving,3

slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure4

rather than lovers of God— having a form of godliness  but  denying its power. Have nothing to do with such5

people... In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers and12 13

impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But  as for you, continue in what you have14

learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from15

infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,16

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
17

1 Pet 3: But  even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be14

frightened.” But  in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who15

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  but  do this with gentleness and respect
 

God’s Promise
 2 Pet 3: But  do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a8

thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead9

he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,  but  everyone to come to repentance. But  the day of the10

Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the
earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of11

people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed12

its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.
But  in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness13

dwells.
 

More big buts: Rom 8:8-12 & 9:30-32, Eph 4:7-8 & 5:3-17, Col 1:21-23 & 3:5-10, 1 Thes 4:4-8 & 5:2-8, 1 Tim
6:5-9, 2 Tim 1:7, Tit 3:3-10, 1 Pet 1: 14-16 & 2:9, James 1:3-8, 1 John 1:6-7 & 4:1-6, Jude 17-20


